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Abstract: This study aims to analyze the implementation of the "Kurikulum Merdeka" (Independent 

Curriculum) and its impact on student achievement at Madrasah Aliyah Sabilul Hasanah, Banyuasin 

Regency, South Sumatra Province. The researcher employed a qualitative descriptive approach using 

qualitative research methods. Data collection methods included observation, interviews, and 

documentation. The data analysis techniques involved data reduction, data display, data verification, 

and drawing conclusions. The validity of the data was ensured through source triangulation and 

technique triangulation. The informants in this study were the school principal, vice principal for 

curriculum, teachers, and students. Based on the findings and discussion, the implementation process 

of the Independent Curriculum at Madrasah Aliyah Sabilul Hasanah has been running quite well. This 

is evidenced by training and mentoring activities for teachers, which motivate them to deliver updated 

content. The school's facilities also adequately support learning activities. However, the 

implementation of the Independent Curriculum did not show a significant impact on student 
achievement compared to the previous curriculum. 
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Introduction 

Kurikulum Merdeka is one of the curriculum concepts that demands independence for 

learners. (Annur et al., 2023). A good implementation of the independent curriculum will 

greatly affect student learning achievement. Learning achievement itself is the result of 

learning achieved after going through the process of teaching and learning activities.  

The birth of the Government Policy on Curriculum Merdeka and Merdeka Belajar is a 

crucial moment in the development of the Indonesian education system. This policy arises 

from a deep understanding of the importance of transformation in education, in line with the 

demands of the times, the needs of society, and technological changes. (Rahmafitri et al., 

2024). There are three key things that underlie the Merdeka Curriculum implementation 

strategy, namely the independent curriculum is a choice, curriculum implementation is a 

learning process, and curriculum implementation support is carried out comprehensively. 

(Shofia Hattarina et al., 2022). 

This curriculum brands itself as a curriculum that gives educators the freedom to 

carry out learning as needed, namely by adjusting to the characteristics of students (Wibawa 

et al., 2022). The independent curriculum emphasises the development of student 

competencies in educators, namely non-academic academic aspects. This is so that students 

can develop their potential optimally. So that when they finish their education, they can get 

maximum results. 

In addition, the independent curriculum also includes various competencies, such as 

literacy, numeracy, science, technology, critical thinking skills, problem solving, 

communication, collaboration, and character skills. Currently, many schools have 

implemented this curriculum even though in gradual classes, if at Madrasah Aliyah Sabilul 

Hasanah those who have implemented the independent learning curriculum are grade 10 and 

grade 11. Then in the following year it will gradually carry out the implementation so that 
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later all classes will have implemented this curriculum. Based on the results of preliminary 

observations at Madrasah Aliyah Sabilul Hasanah, it is known that Madrasah Aliyah Sabilul 

Hasanah as one of the madrasahs in Banyuasin district has implemented the independent 

learning curriculum in grade 10 and grade 11. In addition, information was also obtained that 

learning in the 2013 curriculum provided an average score of 85 in all subjects. The purpose 

of Madrasah Aliyah Sabilul Hasanah implementing the independent curriculum is to always 

be able to make changes and continuous improvements, dare to make innovations or new 

breakthroughs, and make maximum use of information technology to improve the quality of 

services to all madrasah residents. The implementation of the independent curriculum in 

grade 10 of Madrasah Aliyah Sabilul Hasanah is by organising intraculicular learning content 

and project-based learning in an integrated or simultaneous manner. This is what underlies the 

researcher to conduct research on the implementation of the independent curriculum and its 

impact on student learning achievement, especially in grade 10 and grade 11 of Madrasah 

Aliyah Sabilul Hasanah, Banyuasin Regency. The purpose of this study is to determine 

whether or not there is an impact of the implementation of the independent curriculum on 

student learning achievement. Given that this curriculum provides a different design in the 

application of learning.  

Method 

This type of research is field research. Field research is research where data is 

obtained directly from the source in the field, so that the data obtained is a primary source 

(Annur, 2018);(Sugiyono, 2022). The approach used in this research is a qualitative approach 

with descriptive methods (Ibrahim et al., 2023). This method tries to examine a group of 

people or objects, a system of thought or an event in the present. According to Whitney 

quoted by Moh. Nazir argues that the descriptive method is the achievement of facts with 

precise interpretation (Nazir, 2018). 

A research informant is someone who has information about the object of research 

(Moleong, 2019).. There are two types of informants in this study, namely main informants 

and supporting informants. The main informant is a person who knows technically and in 

detail about the research problem to be studied, in this study the main informant is the head of 

the curriculum at madrasah aliyah Sabilul Hasanah. Supporting informants are people who 

can provide additional information to complement the analysis and discussion in qualitative 

research. Additional informants sometimes provide information that is not provided by the 

main informant or key informant. In this study, the supporting informants were the principal, 

teachers and students at madrasah aliyah Sabilul Hasanah. 

Data collection techniques are the most strategic step in research, because the main 

purpose of research is to get data. Without knowing the data collection technique, the 

researcher will not get data that meets the specified data standards (Sugiyono, 2022). The data 

collection techniques used by researchers are interviews, observation, and documentation. An 

interview is a face-to-face conversation between the interviewer and the interviewee, where 

the interviewer asks directly about an object under study and has been previously designed. 

The interview chosen by the researcher is a semistructured interview. According to Sugiyono, 

observation is a data collection technique that has specific characteristics when compared to 

other techniques (Sugiyono, 2019). 

Data analysis technique is a method or way of turning data into information so that 

the characteristics of the data become easy to find and are also useful for finding solutions to 

problems, especially the problems of a study (Suryabrata, 2014). Data analysis techniques in 
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this study have several stages including data reduction, data presentation, verification and 

conclusion drawing (Ibrahim et al., 2023). Meanwhile, data validity is carried out by 

triangulation, which consists of time triangulation, method triangulation and source 

triangulation (Moleong, 2019);(Ibrahim et al., 2021).  

Result dan Discussions 

Implementation 

Application is a process, way or action as an ability to improve the materials studied 

with a plan that has been systematically arranged, such as methods, concepts and theories. 

Application is also an activity that has three important and absolute elements in carrying it out 

(Sa’diyah, 2019). Application refers to the process of implementing learning theories, 

concepts or methods into practice in an educational environment. This includes how teachers 

use curriculum, teaching strategies and technology to help students understand and apply 

knowledge and skills in everyday life. In this study, there are two applications, namely, the 

application of the Pancasila student profile strengthening project and the application of 

student-focused learning. 

Based on the above results, it can be concluded that the process of implementing the 

project to strengthen the profile of Pancasila students and the application of student-focused 

learning is carried out through intracurricular and extracurricular activities flexibly in terms of 

content, activities and implementation time. Learning must fulfil the potential, developmental 

needs and learning stages, as well as the interests of students. The project to strengthen the 

profile of Pancasila students and student-focused learning carried out at MA Sabilul Hasanah 

is focused on instilling religious moderation which can be implemented through programmed 

activities in the learning process and habituation in supporting moderate attitudes. 

Integrity 

In the process of implementing the project to strengthen the profile of Pancasila learners and 

the application of learner-focused learning in the implementation of the independent 

curriculum, the integration of assessment in learning also plays an important role in the 

successful implementation of the independent curriculum and its impact on student 

achievement. This integration is important so that there is synchronisation in the 

implementation process so that it can achieve maximum results. In the independent 

curriculum, assessment uses the term assessment which is defined as the process of collecting 

and processing information to determine the learning needs, development and achievement of 

student learning outcomes. The integration of assessment in learning includes three domains, 

namely, the domains of attitude, knowledge and skills that are interrelated, which are carried 

out in a balanced manner so that they can be used to determine the relative position of each 

learner to the standards that have been applied. It can be concluded that the assessments 

applied in schools are formative assessments, summative assessments, non-cognitive 

diagnostic assessments and cognitive diagnostic assessments. Some types of assessment or 

assessment in existing learning have different implementation times and objectives. The 

integration of assessment in learning has been implemented quite well, the school applies 

several types of assessment so that it can cover various domains, such as the realm of attitude, 

the realm of knowledge and the realm of skills. 

Learning 

Curriculum and learning have an important position in the national education system. 

Curriculum as an educational programme (ideal curriulum) emphasises the operational 

learning process (Mahrus, 2021). Learning is also said to be a process of providing guidance 
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or assistance to students in the learning process. Learning in the independent curriculum is 

adapted to the student's learning stage, a learning approach that centres on student learning 

readiness, not on grade level. Therefore, in the learning model in this independent curriculum, 

learning methods and materials are varied based on the level of understanding and readiness 

of students. 

Discussions 

After the researcher finds the data obtained from the observation, interview and 

documentation process, the researcher describes each of the researcher's findings in the 

discussion of how the implementation of the independent curriculum and its impact on 

student learning achievement in MA Sabilul Hasanah. The implementation of the independent 

curriculum at MA Sabilul Hasanah is carried out by the principal who works closely with the 

vice principal of the curriculum and teachers and students who play an active role in the 

learning process. The implementation of the independent curriculum at MA Sabilul Hasanah 

has the concept of simplifying the curriculum, providing room for creation and flexibility for 

education units in managing learning. Implementation is not just an activity but an activity 

that is planned and carried out seriously based on certain norm references to achieve activity 

goals. The independent curriculum is a curriculum with diverse intracurricular learning where 

content will be optimised so that students have enough time to explore concepts and 

strengthen competencies. 

Implementation 

The independent curriculum is one of the first steps in supporting the realisation of the 

national education goal of educating the nation's life through liberating education (Heryahya 

et al., 2022).  In the implementation process, it refers to the process of implementing learning 

theories, concepts or methods into practice in an educational environment. This includes how 

teachers use curriculum, teaching strategies and technology to help students understand and 

apply knowledge and skills in everyday life. Based on the results of the researcher's analysis, 

the implementation of the independent curriculum at MA Sabilul Hasanah has two 

applications, namely the implementation of a project to strengthen the profile of Pancasila 

students and the implementation of student-focused learning. This activity is carried out by 

the institution in order to carry out the education system set by the government. In this case, 

the application of the project to strengthen the profile of Pancasila students and the 

application of student-focused learning is quite good, although some students still do not 

understand the concept of the project to strengthen the profile of Pancasila students, but in 

practice students are taught to have character and behave in accordance with the values of 

Pancasila. 

Integrity 

The integration of assessment in learning plays an important role in the implementation of the 

independent curriculum, assessment in the independent curriculum not only focuses on 

academic results, but also on character development, social skills and creativity. (Purwanto, 

2019). The integration of assessment allows holistic assessment that covers all these aspects, 

various kinds of assessment techniques can be carried out in a complementary manner 

(complementary) according to the competencies to be assessed in the learning process. The 

integration of assessment in learning at MA Sabilul Hasanah has been implemented quite 

well, the school uses 4 types of assessment, namely formative assessment which is usually 

carried out during the learning process, summative assessment which is carried out after the 

curriculum has been implemented to assess overall success, usually including analysis of final 

exam results, student satisfaction surveys, and programme assessments. Cognitive diagnostic 

assessment is also conducted at MA Sabilul Hasanah. This type of evaluation is designed to 

measure students' intellectual abilities and knowledge in specific academic areas. This 
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assessment aims to identify the level of understanding, skills and concepts that students have 

mastered, as well as reveal areas where students are having difficulties. For example, it may 

include tests on reading, maths or understanding scientific concepts. By using cognitive 

diagnostic assessments, teachers can get a clear picture of the extent to which students have 

mastered the subject matter that has been taught and can design more effective learning 

interventions to meet their learning needs. The results of these assessments help teachers to 

design appropriate remedial or enrichment learning so that students can achieve learning 

objectives more optimally. Some of these assessments have different purposes and 

implementation times. 

Collaboration 

Collaboration contains a very general and broad meaning that describes the situation 

of cooperation between two or more people or institutions, which understand each other's 

problems together and try to help each other solve their problems together as well (Amalia et 

al., 2023). Collaboration from parents, teachers and other stakeholders will create 

harmonisation of quality children in achieving educational goals (Hulukati, 2015). 

Collaboration with other partners working with local governments, and central assistance 

services (helpdesk) so that the implementation of an independent curriculum can be carried 

out in accordance with existing regulations (Rahmafitri et al., 2024). Collaboration is an 

important thing to have in the education process, because education as a system must be 

carried out together so that goals can be achieved optimally. 

Based on the results of the researcher's analysis, MA Sabilul Hasanah has 

collaborated with internal and external parties. The collaboration with internal parties is 

collaboration between teachers at school, this aims to improve the quality of teaching so that 

it also has a good impact on student learning outcomes. While collaboration with external 

parties carried out by the school is collaboration with the health department, Sriwijaya 

University, Banyuasin Regency BNN, village government and madrasah committee. 

Reflection, Evaluation and Quality Improvement of Curriculum Implementation 

The curriculum has a central position in the entire educational process, which directs 

all forms of educational activities for the achievement of educational goals (Ahmad Zainuri et 

al., 2022), every programme, activity or something else that is planned always ends with an 

evaluation (Zainuri et al., 2023). Reflection and evaluation in curriculum implementation is 

important to ensure its effectiveness and relevance in the educational context, by conducting a 

thorough reflection and evaluation of curriculum implementation, educators and stakeholders 

can identify strengths and areas that need improvement, so that curriculum implementation 

can be more effective in achieving educational goals. To improve the quality of curriculum 

implementation, it must be relevant to the times. 

Based on the results of the researcher's analysis, MA Sabilul Hasanah has made 

maximum efforts to reflect, evaluate and improve the quality of curriculum implementation 

which aims to ensure the success of the independent curriculum implementation. The school 

uses KOM to guide the implementation of the independent curriculum, this existing KOM 

describes the overall programme planning for one school year according to its characteristics 

and vision and mission. 

Conclusion 

Based on the results and discussion that the implementation of the independent curriculum at 

Madrasah Aliyah Sabilul Hasanah has been running quite well, this can be seen from the 

process of implementing the Pancasila student profile strengthening project in learning at 

school. Teachers use discussion methods in teaching which encourage students to be more 
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independent and foster a sense of cooperation between students in learning. Then there is the 

integration of assessment in learning which includes three domains, namely the realm of 

attitude, the realm of knowledge and the realm of skills. Learning at MA Sabilul Hasanah is 

still not in accordance with the students' learning stages, this is because the learning methods 

used by teachers tend to be uniform, students are also less involved in learning planning, and 

there is limited use of technology in learning. The school also collaborates to support the 

implementation of the independent curriculum, collaboration is carried out with internal and 

external parties. The school carries out reflection and evaluation in the implementation of the 

independent curriculum which is managed directly by the principal, supervisor and several 

teachers, which aims to collect and process information or data that is useful for improving 

the quality of the implementation of the independent curriculum. 
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