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Abstract: This study aims to examine the effect of the Value Clarification 
Technique (VCT) assisted by picture cards on enhancing students’ tolerance 
attitudes in Civic Education. The study employed a quasi-experimental method 
using a pretest–posttest control group design. The participants consisted of 60 
fifth-grade students from a public elementary school in Bali, Indonesia, who 
were divided into an experimental group and a control group. The experimental 
group received instruction using the Value Clarification Technique assisted by 
picture cards, while the control group received conventional instruction. The 
instrument used in this study was a 20-item Likert-scale questionnaire designed 
to measure students’ tolerance attitudes. Data were analyzed using descriptive 
statistics, normality and homogeneity tests, paired-samples t-test, and 
independent-samples t-test. The results showed that students in the experimental 
group achieved a higher posttest mean score (M = 86.43) compared with those 
in the control group (M = 75.87). The independent-samples t-test revealed a 
statistically significant difference between the two groups, t(58) = 3.884, p < 
0.001, with a large effect size (Cohen’s d = 1.00). These findings indicate that 
the implementation of the Value Clarification Technique assisted by picture 
cards had a significant effect on improving students’ tolerance attitudes. The 
integration of reflective learning through the Value Clarification Technique and 
visual support through picture cards enabled students to understand and 
internalize tolerance values more meaningfully during classroom interactions. 
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Introduction 

Civic Education has a strategic role in helping elementary students develop not only 
civic knowledge but also civic attitudes that support harmonious social life. At the primary 
school level, one of the essential attitudes to be cultivated is tolerance, because students begin 
to interact more intensively with peers who may differ in opinions, habits, social 
backgrounds, and personal characteristics (Ahsani & Azizah, 2021; Angraini & Ersya, 2025; 
Anugrah & Rahmat, 2024). In this context, schools are expected to foster respect, empathy, 
and openness to diversity through meaningful learning experiences rather than through verbal 
instruction alone (Letasado et al., 2024; Mahlianurrahman et al., 2025; Syudirman et al., 
2025). UNESCO places tolerance, respect, and a shared sense of belonging among the 
important educational aims of citizenship-related learning, which shows that tolerance is not a 
peripheral outcome but a core educational objective (Trisnayanthi et al., 2024; Werang et al., 
2022). 

In practice, however, Civic Education in elementary schools is still often dominated 
by teacher explanation, textbook use, and question-and-answer routines that emphasize 
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cognitive recall (Ahsani & Azizah, 2021; Alinata et al., 2024; Pastini et al., 2022). Such 
approaches may help students remember concepts, but they do not always provide sufficient 
space for learners to reflect on values, make personal judgments, and examine the 
consequences of their attitudes toward others (Arnyana & Suma, 2025; Eka Swarjawa et al., 
2025; Santika, Arnyana, et al., 2022). This is a crucial issue because tolerance is value-laden 
and situational; it develops when students are guided to respond to real or realistic social 
situations involving difference, disagreement, and coexistence. Research on civic education 
has also shown that the quality of teaching matters for students’ civic development, indicating 
that how Civic Education is taught is closely related to what students are likely to understand 
and internalize (Anugrah & Rahmat, 2024; Rai et al., 2021). 

One learning approach that is relevant to this need is the Value Clarification 
Technique (VCT). VCT emphasizes the process of choosing, appreciating, and acting upon 
values through reflection and discussion, so it is particularly suitable for topics that involve 
moral judgment and social attitudes (Anggreni et al., 2025; Widiana et al., 2022). Rather than 
asking students merely to accept values as fixed statements, VCT encourages them to 
consider alternatives, justify their choices, and relate values to concrete situations (Hidayati, 
2023; Wiradewi et al., 2020). This reflective nature makes VCT highly compatible with Civic 
Education, especially when the goal is to strengthen attitudes such as tolerance, respect, and 
acceptance of difference. Recent evidence also shows that VCT-based materials can foster 
tolerance and appreciation for diversity more effectively than conventional approaches 
centered on rote learning (Jannah et al., 2025; Nurizka, 2021). 

The use of picture cards can further strengthen the implementation of VCT in 
elementary classrooms. For younger learners, visual stimuli are important because they make 
social situations more concrete, accessible, and discussable. Picture cards can present short 
scenes of cooperation, disagreement, exclusion, helping behavior, or respectful interaction, 
allowing students to respond to realistic contexts before clarifying the values involved 
(Istyasiwi et al., 2021; Luruk et al., 2024; Sugitra et al., 2022). Studies on picture-supported 
learning suggest that pictures can facilitate children’s understanding by helping them connect 
verbal information with visual representations, while picture-enriched instruction has been 
shown to support stronger learning than text-only presentation (Hardiansyah, 2022; Landina 
& Agustiana, 2022; Yabashiru et al., 2025). For elementary students, this visual support is 
particularly valuable because it reduces abstraction and helps them interpret values through 
observable situations (Arisandhi et al., 2023; Premana et al., 2023; Septiana et al., 2022). 

Several previous studies have highlighted the educational relevance of value-oriented 
and media-supported instruction. Research on VCT has reported positive contributions to 
multicultural understanding and tolerance, while broader scholarship in civic and character 
education has emphasized that value internalization is more effective when students are 
actively engaged in reflection and contextual interpretation (Jannah et al., 2025; Nurizka, 
2021; Widiana et al., 2022). Other studies on visual and picture-based instructional supports 
have shown that images can improve comprehension and participation among young learners 
by making learning materials more meaningful and memorable. Even so, empirical studies 
that specifically investigate students’ tolerance attitudes in Civic Education through VCT 
assisted by picture cards at the elementary school level are still limited. Existing studies tend 
to focus either on VCT in broader value education settings or on picture-based media for 
other learning outcomes, leaving a gap in research that combines both within a quasi-
experimental Civic Education design.  
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The novelty of this study lies in the integration of Value Clarification Technique and 
picture cards as a unified instructional strategy to enhance students’ tolerance attitudes in 
elementary Civic Education. Unlike previous studies that examined VCT or visual media 
separately, this study uses picture cards as value-laden prompts and VCT as a reflective 
process to guide students in choosing, justifying, and internalizing tolerant attitudes through a 
quasi-experimental design. The Balinese sociocultural context makes tolerance education 
particularly important because students live in a plural environment shaped by differences in 
religion, ethnicity, tradition, language, and community practices. Therefore, elementary Civic 
Education in Bali needs to provide meaningful learning experiences that help students respect 
differences, build empathy, and practice harmonious interaction in their daily social life. 
Accordingly, the purpose of this study is to examine the effectiveness of Value Clarification 
Technique assisted by picture cards in enhancing elementary students’ tolerance attitudes in 
Civic Education. 
 
Research Method 

This study employed a quasi-experimental method using a pretest–posttest control 
group design. This design was selected because the study aimed to examine the effectiveness 
of Value Clarification Technique assisted by picture cards in enhancing students’ tolerance 
attitudes in Civic Education by comparing the attitude changes of students in the 
experimental and control groups before and after the treatment. Through this design, the 
researcher was able to identify whether the instructional treatment contributed to a 
meaningful improvement in students’ tolerance attitudes. 

The study was conducted at a public elementary school in Bali, Indonesia. The 
participants were fifth-grade students in the 2025/2026 academic year. Two intact classes 
were involved in the study, with a total of 60 students. The experimental class consisted of 30 
students, while the control class consisted of 30 students. The sample was selected using 
cluster sampling because the researcher used existing classroom groupings without randomly 
rearranging students into new classes. One class was assigned as the experimental group and 
received instruction through Value Clarification Technique assisted by picture cards, while 
the other class was assigned as the control group and received conventional teaching in Civic 
Education. 

The instrument used in this study was a tolerance attitude questionnaire developed 
based on indicators of tolerance relevant to elementary Civic Education. The questionnaire 
was designed to measure students’ attitudes toward respecting differences, appreciating 
classmates’ opinions, cooperating with peers from different backgrounds, avoiding 
discriminatory behavior, and showing empathy and mutual respect in classroom interaction 
(Dwintari & Murdiono, 2023; Ziemes, 2024). The instrument consisted of 20 statement items 
using a five-point Likert scale, ranging from strongly disagree (1) to strongly agree (5). 
Negative statements were scored in reverse. The total score of each student reflected the level 
of tolerance attitude, with higher scores indicating stronger tolerance attitudes. 

Before being administered in the actual study, the questionnaire was reviewed and 
adjusted to suit the language level and comprehension ability of fifth-grade elementary 
students. The pretest was given to both groups before the treatment to identify the students’ 
initial tolerance attitudes. After that, the experimental group was taught using Value 
Clarification Technique assisted by picture cards, while the control group learned through 
conventional instruction. The treatment was conducted in four meetings, and each meeting 
focused on themes related to tolerance in everyday school life, such as respecting differences 
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in opinions, accepting diverse classmates, cooperating in group work, resolving conflicts 
peacefully, and appreciating social diversity in the classroom environment. 

In the experimental class, the learning process followed the stages of Value 
Clarification Technique. Students were first presented with picture cards showing social 
situations related to tolerance and diversity. They were then encouraged to observe the 
situations, express their opinions, choose attitudes they considered appropriate, explain the 
reasons for their choices, and reflect on the values represented in each situation. Through this 
process, students were expected to clarify their values and develop deeper awareness of 
tolerant behavior. Meanwhile, the control class studied the same topics through teacher 
explanation, textbook use, and regular question-and-answer activities without the structured 
use of VCT and picture cards. 

The procedure of the study consisted of four stages. First, the researcher prepared 
lesson plans, picture cards, and the tolerance attitude questionnaire. Second, both groups were 
administered the pretest. Third, the treatment was implemented in the experimental group, 
while the control group received conventional instruction. Fourth, the posttest was 
administered to both groups to determine changes in students’ tolerance attitudes after the 
intervention. 

The data were analyzed using descriptive and inferential statistics with SPSS version 
26. Descriptive statistics were used to calculate mean and gain scores, while assumption tests 
included the Shapiro-Wilk test for normality and Levene’s Test for homogeneity. After the 
assumptions were met, paired samples t-test was used to examine score improvement within 
each group, and independent samples t-test was used to compare posttest scores between the 
experimental and control groups. All tests were conducted at a significance level of 0.05. 
 
Results and Discussion 

The results of this study were obtained from the pretest and posttest scores of 
students’ tolerance attitudes in both the experimental and control groups. The pretest was 
administered before the treatment to identify students’ initial tolerance attitudes, while the 
posttest was conducted after the implementation of Value Clarification Technique assisted by 
picture cards in Civic Education. 

Table 1. Descriptive Statistics of Pretest and Posttest Scores of Tolerance Attitudes 
Group N Pretest Mean Posttest Mean Gain Score 

Experimental Group 30 68.27 86.43 18.16 
Control Group 30 67.50 75.87 8.37 
Based on Table 1, the pretest mean scores of the experimental group (M = 68.27) and 

the control group (M = 67.50) were relatively similar, indicating that both groups had 
comparable initial tolerance attitudes before the treatment. After the intervention, both groups 
showed improvement; however, the experimental group achieved a higher posttest mean 
score (M = 86.43) and gain score (18.16) than the control group (M = 75.87; gain score = 
8.37). This greater improvement suggests that Value Clarification Technique assisted by 
picture cards provided a more meaningful learning experience than conventional instruction. 
Through picture cards, students were able to observe concrete social situations related to 
tolerance, while VCT guided them to choose appropriate attitudes, explain their reasons, and 
reflect on the values involved. This reflective and visual learning process likely helped 
students internalize tolerance more deeply than teacher-centered explanation and regular 
question-and-answer activities used in the control group. To examine the improvement within 
each group, a paired samples t-test was conducted. The results are shown in Table 2. 
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Table 2. Paired Samples t-Test Results 
Group Mean Difference t-value Sig. (2-tailed) Decision 

Experimental Group 18.16 8.932 0.000 Significant 
Control Group 8.37 4.285 0.000 Significant 

Table 2 shows that both groups experienced significant improvement from pretest to 
posttest because the significance values were below 0.05. Nevertheless, the experimental 
group showed a higher mean difference and t-value than the control group, indicating that the 
treatment produced a stronger improvement in students’ tolerance attitudes. To test the main 
hypothesis of the study, an independent samples t-test was conducted on the posttest scores of 
the two groups. The result is presented in Table 3. 

Table 3. Independent Samples t-Test Result on Posttest Scores 

Variable 
Mean 

Experimental 
Mean 

Control 
t-

value 
Sig. (2-
tailed) 

Decision 

Posttest 
Scores 

86.43 75.87 3.884 0.000 
Significant 
Difference 

Based on Table 3, the significance value was 0.000, which is lower than 0.05. This 
indicates that there was a statistically significant difference between the posttest scores of the 
experimental group and the control group. The students who learned through Value 
Clarification Technique assisted by picture cards achieved higher tolerance attitude scores 
than those who learned through conventional instruction. Overall, the results indicate that the 
implementation of Value Clarification Technique assisted by picture cards was more 
effective in enhancing students’ tolerance attitudes in Civic Education than conventional 
teaching. The students in the experimental group not only obtained higher posttest scores but 
also demonstrated greater improvement in their tolerance attitudes after the treatment. 
Discussion 

The improvement in students’ tolerance attitudes can be understood primarily as the 
result of a learning process that moved values from the level of abstract instruction to the 
level of personal reflection and situational judgment (Astuti et al., 2023; Hikmawati et al., 
2024; Suma et al., 2020). In Civic Education, tolerance is not merely a concept to be 
remembered, but a disposition that must be interpreted, considered, and practiced in relation 
to others. For that reason, an approach such as Value Clarification Technique is 
pedagogically relevant because it asks students to choose, justify, and reflect on values 
instead of passively receiving moral statements from the teacher (Hidayati, 2023; Puspita et 
al., 2020; Widiana et al., 2022). Recent research on VCT-based instructional materials 
likewise shows that this approach can foster tolerance and appreciation for diversity more 
effectively than conventional, memorization-oriented teaching (Anggreni et al., 2025; Jannah 
et al., 2025). 

A key strength of VCT in this study lies in its reflective structure. When students are 
invited to respond to social situations, consider alternatives, and explain why a certain 
attitude is appropriate, they are not only learning what tolerance means but also developing a 
basis for moral reasoning (Ermawati et al., 2021; Pastini et al., 2022; Suastika, 2022). This 
matters in elementary Civic Education because attitudes such as respect, acceptance, 
empathy, and openness to difference cannot be formed optimally through one-way 
explanation alone. They require students to engage in value judgment. In this sense, the 
contribution of VCT is not simply methodological variation; it supports the deeper 
internalization of civic values by making students active interpreters of meaning (Puspita et 
al., 2020; Wiradewi et al., 2020). That interpretation is consistent with broader scholarship 
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showing that the quality of civic teaching influences learners’ civic orientations and 
willingness to participate in social life. 

The use of picture cards appears to strengthen that process by making value-laden 
situations concrete and accessible to elementary learners. At the primary school level, 
students generally understand social values more easily when they are attached to visible 
actions, familiar contexts, and recognizable interactions (Luruk et al., 2024; Sugitra et al., 
2022). Picture cards functioned as visual prompts that transformed tolerance from an abstract 
moral term into something students could observe and discuss, such as listening to a different 
opinion, accepting a classmate’s background, or cooperating despite disagreement (Betliani et 
al., 2025; Rosidah et al., 2022). Evidence from picture-supported instruction shows that 
visual representations can help learners connect verbal information with concrete meaning 
and improve understanding by reducing abstraction. In the present context, picture cards 
likely made the clarification of values more focused and developmentally appropriate (Inayah 
et al., 2024; Juita et al., 2025; Ramadhani et al., 2023). 

Another important point is that the combination of VCT and picture cards likely 
worked because it joined cognitive and affective engagement in the same lesson (Juniati et 
al., 2023; Zikrilla & Amini, 2024). Students were not only exposed to classroom content, but 
were also placed in a position where they had to interpret a situation, imagine its 
interpersonal consequences, and consider which response reflected tolerance 
(Atiaturrahmaniah et al., 2022; Santika, Suastra, et al., 2022; Wardani et al., 2023). This kind 
of learning is especially important in Civic Education because tolerance attitudes are shaped 
not only by knowledge of social norms, but also by the ability to recognize others’ 
perspectives in concrete situations (Gading et al., 2025; Pratama & Gading, 2024; Raditya et 
al., 2023). Studies on elementary citizenship and classroom life suggest that children’s 
citizenship is visible in everyday peer relations and social behavior, which means that 
effective civic learning should connect instruction with lived interaction rather than remain 
purely declarative (Pitriani & Dantes, 2024; Putri et al., 2025; Wijayanti et al., 2025). 

The findings also reinforce the argument that tolerance education is more effective 
when it is contextualized. In many classrooms, tolerance is presented as a general moral 
message, but students may not fully grasp its practical implications unless they see how it 
operates in everyday school life (Antara et al., 2022; Parmiti et al., 2022; Widiana et al., 
2022). Through picture cards and clarification activities, tolerance becomes linked to real 
classroom experiences such as respecting different opinions, avoiding exclusion, and working 
with peers from different backgrounds (Anfal et al., 2024; Susiani et al., 2022; Wahyu et al., 
2020). This is pedagogically significant because value education becomes stronger when 
students recognize the relevance of a value to situations they may actually face (Sanjaya et 
al., 2021; Suastika, 2022). Research on multicultural values teaching in elementary Civic 
Education similarly shows that value-based learning becomes more meaningful when it is 
embedded in concrete educational practice rather than treated as a purely theoretical topic 
(Margunayasa et al., 2019; Pramana et al., 2024). 

From a curricular standpoint, the study suggests that Civic Education should not be 
reduced to the transmission of civic concepts, rules, or moral slogans. The broader aim of the 
subject is to shape civic dispositions that support coexistence in diverse social settings. 
Tolerance is one of those dispositions, and its development requires pedagogical strategies 
that make students think, feel, and respond. The present study therefore supports a more 
interactive view of Civic Education, one in which the teacher facilitates value exploration 
rather than merely delivering normative content. This interpretation is aligned with studies 
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showing that learning management and teaching quality in civic education influence how 
effectively civic dispositions are developed. 

Theoretically, this study contributes by linking value clarification pedagogy with 
visual support media in the specific domain of tolerance attitudes. Previous work has often 
examined VCT in broader character or multicultural education settings, or discussed visual 
media in relation to comprehension and participation. This study adds to that body of work by 
showing how a reflective value-based technique and simple visual prompts can operate 
together in Civic Education for elementary students. Its contribution is therefore not merely 
technical but conceptual: tolerance attitudes may be strengthened more effectively when civic 
learning is designed as a process of guided reflection on visible social situations. That 
contribution is relevant in plural educational contexts where schools are expected to cultivate 
respectful social behavior from an early stage. 

Even so, the pedagogical implications should be interpreted carefully. The success of 
VCT assisted by picture cards does not mean that media or method alone automatically 
produces tolerance. The quality of teacher facilitation remains central. Students need 
opportunities to speak, justify, compare viewpoints, and reflect without fear of being judged. 
In other words, the method is effective not simply because picture cards are visually 
appealing, but because they become tools for structured reflection within a supportive 
classroom interaction. The implication is that Civic Education teachers should use picture 
cards not as decorative teaching aids, but as triggers for dialogue, reflection, and value 
formation. 

Overall, this discussion indicates that the stronger tolerance attitudes found in the 
experimental learning process are pedagogically reasonable. Value Clarification Technique 
assisted by picture cards appears to work because it translates tolerance into observable 
situations, invites students to reason about values, and places civic learning within the social 
reality of the classroom. In that sense, the study supports the view that tolerance in Civic 
Education is best developed through reflective, contextual, and student-centered instruction 
rather than through explanation alone. 
 
Conclusion 

This study concludes that Value Clarification Technique assisted by picture cards can 
enhance students’ tolerance attitudes in Civic Education. The learning process became more 
meaningful because students were not only introduced to tolerance as a moral concept, but 
were also guided to observe social situations, reflect on values, express judgments, and relate 
those values to everyday classroom life. Through this process, tolerance was understood as a 
practical attitude that should be demonstrated in interaction with others. The study also 
indicates that the combination of reflective learning and visual support is pedagogically 
effective for elementary students. Value Clarification Technique provided opportunities for 
students to clarify and internalize values, while picture cards helped make tolerance-related 
situations more concrete and easier to interpret. Therefore, this instructional approach can be 
considered an effective alternative for strengthening tolerance attitudes in elementary Civic 
Education, especially in learning contexts that require the development of civic values and 
social awareness. 
 
Recommendation 

Future research is recommended to involve a larger number of participants and a 
wider range of school settings so that the findings can be generalized more broadly across 
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different elementary education contexts. Further studies may also examine the long-term 
influence of Value Clarification Technique assisted by picture cards on other civic outcomes, 
such as empathy, respect for diversity, social responsibility, or democratic attitudes. Future 
research is recommended to involve more participants and diverse school settings to 
strengthen the generalizability of the findings. Further studies may also examine the long-
term effect of Value Clarification Technique assisted by picture cards on other civic attitudes, 
such as empathy, respect for diversity, social responsibility, and democratic behavior. For 
practice and policy, schools and education stakeholders are encouraged to develop teacher 
guidebooks and conduct specific training for elementary Civic Education teachers on the 
syntax, learning scenarios, picture card design, discussion techniques, and assessment of 
VCT assisted by visual media. 
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