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Abstract: This study aims to analyze the quality of practice questions of 

Asessemen Standarisasi Penilaian Daerah (ASPD) Indonesian language junior 

high school in Bantul Regency, Yogyakarta in terms of the cognitive level of 

Barret's taxonomy. This research employed qualitative research.  The data source 

of this research was the question document of Package A, which was adopted 

from MGMP Indonesian language junior high school in Bantul Regency. The 

theory used to analyze these questions was the theory of Barret's Taxonomy. The 

results of the analysis stated that there were 14 questions with literal 

comprehension taxonomy, 6 items included in reorganization comprehension, 6 

implied comprehension, 1 question included in the evaluation comprehension 

category and 1 question included in evaluation comprehension. This research is 

expected to contribute to providing references to teachers, especially Indonesian 

language teachers in Bantul to develop questions, practice reading 

comprehension questions for students to improve the DIY ASPD program which 

will later lead to PISA with the hope of increasing the PISA scores and rankings 

of Indonesian students.  
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Introduction 

The current era is the main cause of the emergence of problems related to literacy, 

everything related to learner competencies is converted into literacy competencies. Literacy 

practices and culture have been developed with various strategies (Dewantara, Sutama, & 

Wisudariani, 2019). Literacy is one of the needs that must be presented in life, one of the 

competencies of literacy is reading literacy (Nurgiyantoro, Lestyarini, & Rahayu, 2020). 

Reading literacy is more focused on the ability to understand information (Nurgiyantoro et 

al., 2020). This ability is closely related to activities such as (1) gathering information; (2) 

processing information; and (4) communicating information . Reading learning is the heart of 

education because, through reading learning, students are required to develop their 

understanding (Patiung, 2016). 

The indicator of the importance of learning to read does not seem to be well 

implemented, this can be seen from the score of the Program for International Student 
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Assessment (PISA) which is still not in line with expectations (Yusmar & Fadilah, 2023). 

PISA measures the performance of students in three main areas, namely reading, math, and 

science. Based on the results of the PISA 2022 study released by the OECD, it shows that 

Indonesia still faces significant challenges in the field of education. The average score of 

Indonesian students decreased in reading literacy, the reading score was at 359 points from 

the OCED average score of 469, the 2022 PISA results show Indonesia is still ranked at the 

bottom 11 out of 81 countries (Safitri, Fitriyanah, & Nurillah, 2024) ; (Iswahyudi, Fais, Haq, 

& Priyananda, 2024) .  

The PISA results are reinforced by data obtained from the Human Development 

Report 2023 which states that Indonesian literacy is low (Hewi & Shaleh, 2020). The data 

states that Indonesia is below countries such as Vietnam (109), Thailand (74), Malaysia (58) 

and Brunei Darussalam (31). One of the problems that causes the low quality of Indonesian 

human resources is literacy or in this case reading literacy of Indonesian human resources, 

which is very low (Masfufah & Afriansyah, 2021). The literacy rate in Indonesia is said to be 

low, because it only reaches a score of 88%. This is very far, with the scores obtained by 

developed countries such as Japan, which reached 99% (Yoni, 2020). 

The results of PISA in 2022 and the HDI analysis above, showed that the reading 

literacy skills of Indonesian students were low. In fact, as has been described reading is an 

important matter to do, get used to and develop (Suwartini & Fujiastuti, 2017). Reading-

learning is at the heart of education and is the first step for students to understand other 

learning (Alpian & Yatri, 2022) ; (Suwartini, 2016). As a step in solving this problem, the 

Regulation of the Head of the DIY Education, Youth and Sports (Disdikpora) Office Number 

0471 of 2021 concerning Standardized Operational Procedures for the Implementation of 

ASPD SMP / MTs initiated the implementation of the Regional Education Standardization 

Assessment (ASPD) (Pangesti & Yogyakarta, 2023) . Literacy tested in the ASPD consists of 

four literacy competencies, namely, Indonesian reading literacy, English reading literacy, 

Mathematics literacy and Science literacy (Puspa & Warniasih, 2023;  Hikmah, Samhayatma, 

Hermawan, & Suwandi, 2023). 

The implementation of ASPD in DIY is expected to be a way for students in terms of 

literacy. In addition, the implementation of ASPD in DIY is carried out as a bridge for 

students to take studies at the next level (Puspa & Warniasih, 2023). Therefore, the 

implementation of ASPD must be well supported and prepared, so that the expected 

indicators can be achieved. One of the things, which needs to be prepared to ensure the 

quality of the program is, the distribution of cognitive levels contained in the questions, so 

that it is known the quality of questions that can really measure the level of student literacy, 

through testing the quality of questions in learning evaluation (Nurgiyantoro et al., 2020 ; 

Suyata & Hermanto, 2020). 

Learning evaluation is carried out by referring to the language learning objectives 

carried out. Especially in relation to students' reading comprehension literacy. Reading 

comprehension is a reading activity to train reasoning power, meaning that reading 

comprehension emphasizes critical thinking skills, not only understanding the explicit 

meaning but students are also required to understand the implied meaning in the text, which 

is read (Kholiq, 2020).   

In terms of reading comprehension tests, there are Barrett & Smith grids (Nisa, 

Enawar, & Latifah, 2022). The grid is the development of Bloom's grid, specifically for 

reading comprehension which consists of (1) Literal Comprehension (literal comprehension) 

relates to the ability that students must have, understanding ideas, ideas, information in each 
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text read; (2) Reorganization (reorganization) assembles ideas, analyzes the text read;  (3) 

Inferential Comprehension (implicit understanding) requires learners to think critically and 

creatively, to draw conclusions from each reading material read; (4) Evaluation (evaluation) 

the ability that requires learners to correct, provide suggestions, provide an evaluation of each 

reading material tested; and (5) Appreciation (appreciation) the ability that requires learners 

to appreciate a character, biography and so on.  From these opinions, Barret's reading 

comprehension test grids focus on literal comprehension, reorganization, inferential 

comprehension, evaluation and appreciation (Baharuddin, Hanafi, Aswadi, & Kasman, 2021; 

Nisa et al., 2022).  

PISA model reading comprehension questions tend to refer to the taxonomy 

(Alnovgada & Suyata, 2019). Therefore, the reading comprehension test questions tested to 

students, need to be tested for the level of distribution of cognitive levels that refer to these 

skills. In line with this, this study aims to conduct an analysis, regarding the distribution of 

cognitive levels in accordance with Barret on ASPD reading literacy practice questions, 

junior high school students in Bantul Regency, so that the distribution of Barret's Taxonomy 

cognitive levels is known, in ASPD practice questions for junior high school students, 

reading literacy in Bantul Regency which of course will add to the horizons for students, 

teachers, academics in terms of the quality of reading comprehension tests for junior high 

school students, especially in Bantul Regency.  

In this regard, there are several relevant and previous studies conducted on the 

distribution of cognitive levels in reading comprehension tests for junior high school 

students. The research is as follows (Anggraini & Suyata, 2014 ; Nisa et al., 2022  Wicaksana 

& Basuki, 2019 ; Baharuddin et al., 2021 ; Nanda Pratiwiningtyas, Susilaningsih, & Made 

Sudana, 2017). Overall, these studies have produced findings related to the study of Barret's 

taxonomy on the PISA model reading comprehension test. These studies became the 

backbone and contributed to the theory, study, data analysis, and how to conclude. Some 

things that have not been raised in these studies become the novelty of this research. The 

novelty lies in the study of Barret's Taxonomy which analyzes the ASPD reading literacy 

practice questions of junior high school students in Bantul Regency. This research is expected 

to contribute to provide references to teachers, especially Indonesian language teachers in 

Bantul to develop questions, reading comprehension exercises for students to improve the 

DIY ASPD program which will later lead to PISA with the hope of increasing the PISA 

scores and rankings of Indonesian students. 

 

Research Method 

This research used a descriptive method with a qualitative approach (Sugiyono, 

2016). Qualitative research in this study aims to explain the results of the analysis of the 

distribution of cognitive levels, contained in the ASPD reading literacy practice questions, for 

junior high school students in Bantul Regency in 2023. The data source in this study was the 

ASPD reading literacy practice questions for junior high school students in Bantul Regency, 

which were made by the Junior High School Indonesian Language Teacher Consultative 

Meeting (MGMP), Bantul Regency, Yogyakarta Special Region Province. There was 1 

package of questions analyzed, the package is package A, which was adopted directly from 

MGMP Indonesian Language, Junior High School, Bantul Regency. The theory used to 

analyze these questions, is Barret's Taxonomy theory (Hariyana, Setyowati, 2024).  

The steps of this research are as follows; (1) adopting the questions from MGMP 

Bahasa Indonesia. SMP, Bantul Regency; (2) reading and understanding the questions 
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carefully; (3) marking the questions according to Barret's taxonomy; (4) conducting a study 

by comparing the results of the research, with theories or expert opinions that have been 

presented in relevant journals; (5) concluding and reflecting on the results of the study.  

 

Results and Discussion 

The results of the research on the quality analysis of ASPD questions on reading 

literacy of junior high school students in Bantul Regency can be explained as follows.  

Results of Cognitive Level Scatter Analysis 

Table 1. Results of Cognitive Level Distribution 

No. Cognitive Level Question Number Total 

1 Literal 

understanding  

1,2,3,4,8,10,11,12,22,2

3,24,27,28,30 

14 

2 

3 

 

4 

     5 

Reorganization 

Implied 

Understanding 

Evaluation 

Appreciation 

6,13,14,15,19,21 

9,16,17,20,25,26 

 

7, 18 

5, 29 

6 

6 

 

2 

2 

Based on the results of the study, it can be seen that from 1 package of questions 

analyzed, 14 items were found, namely item numbers 1,2,3,4,8,10,11,12,22, 23,24,27,28 and 

30 were included in the category of literal understanding, 6 items namely item numbers 

6,13,14,15,19 and 21 are included in the reorganization category, 6 items, namely items 

number 9, 16, 17, 20, 25 and 26 fall into the implied understanding category, 2 questions, 

namely numbers 7 and 18 fall into the evaluation category and finally 2 items, namely 

numbers 5 and 29 fall into the appreciation category. Based on these results from 40 

questions analyzed, the dominant cognitive level that appears in package A of ASPD 

questions on Indonesian reading literacy made by MGMP, SMP, Bantul Indonesian 

Language is the category of literal understanding. 

Discussion of the Quality of ASPD Reading Literacy Questions for Junior High School 

Students in Bantul Regency: Barret's Taxonomy 

Literal Comprehension 

 Here is an example of a question that leads to a literal level of understanding, 

according to Barret's Taxonomy.   

 
Figure 1. Example of a Literal Comprehension Problem 

The question contained information related to the Indonesian tradition of Gotong Royong 

culture. Literal understanding in this question was seen, when this question directed students 

to read carefully, and then asked students to answer questions that lead to information on the 
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main idea of the reading. The statement and results of the analysis were in accordance with 

the opinion of (Hidayah & Hermansyah, 2016) which states that literal understanding is the 

ability to find information in the text read. Indicators of literal comprehension lead to 

students' proficiency in reading and finding ideas from the text read. The following is an 

example of a problem, which leads to the level of literal understanding.  

Reorganization 

 Here is an example of a problem that leads to reorganization ability in Barret's 

Taxonomy.  

 
Figure 2. Reorganization Problem Example 

Problem number 6 requires students to carefully read the text and then determine why a 

character behaves in a certain way towards another character. This, of course, requires 

understanding up to synthesizing the reading. Students are required to analyze the reasons for 

the characters in the text. This is in line with the opinion of (Munaf, 2020) and (Khotimah, 

Widagdo, & Sutaryono, 2016)  is a skill that includes; (1) summarizing the content of 

reading; (2) consolidating explicit information in reading; (3) assembling text ideas; and (4) 

categorizing behavior in reading. In analyzing text reorganization, students can understand 

the information deeply through the process of analysis and synthesis, not just knowing the 

content of the reading. The critical thinking process is highly demanded through this 

reorganization. Reorganizing presses students to be able to paraphrase a reading passage in 

the form of a summary or synthesis. This of course requires students' accuracy in language 

and literature.  

Implied Understanding 

Here is an example of a problem that leads to infrential understanding.  

 
Figure 3. Example of Infringential Comprehension Problem 

Based on question number 9, it can be seen that students are asked to conclude, infographics 

that contain an ifographic entitled "Indonesians are Increasingly Internet Literate." From the 
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conclusion indicator, it is clear that this question leads to the ability of inferential 

understanding. This is in accordance with the opinion that infrential understanding refers to 

the ability of students to infer a reading (Baharuddin et al., 2021). The process of inferring in 

this case, collaborates between students' critical and creative minds through imagination. This 

activity includes making conclusions, reading reasoning and interpreting figurative language.  

Evaluation 

Here is an example of a problem related to the ability to evaluate  

 
Figure 4. Example of Evaluation Category Questions 

Evaluation is the ability that requires learners to improve, provide suggestions, 

provide an evaluation of any reading material tested. The stage of evaluating the text was 

carried out by students when students assessed the readings contained in the text. It contains 

quality, usefulness of ideas, thoroughness (Nisa et al., 2022) . In addition, evaluation leads to 

the process of comparing facts in a text that is read. Based on the question, it can be seen that 

students are asked to evaluate by compiling the text appropriately. Understanding text 

evaluation in this case is needed, so that the text is in line with its structure.  

Appreciation 

Here is an example of a problem that falls under appreciation 

 
Figure 5. Example of an Appreciation Question 

Based on question number 5, it can be seen that students are asked to respond to why the 

characters Aiden and Seraphiel must unite forces with their choices; 1. Together protect the 

world from destruction. 2. Protecting the new world from the threat of dark shadows. 3. 

Protecting the new world created by the shooting star. 4. Create the new world they want. It is 

clear that the question demands a psychological student response to the behavior of the 

character. This is in line with the expression which states that appreciation is an ability that 

requires students to appreciate a character, biography and so on. The emotional sensitivity of 

students is needed in this ability (Munaf, 2020) responding emotionally and sensitivity to 

reading is very demanding for students in this taxonomy.  
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Review of Question Quality Analysis Results 

 The questions that have been analyzed as a whole have met the standards of Barret's 

cognitive level in reading comprehension. Some questions have met the standard reading 

comprehension criteria that must be understood by students. Such understanding such as 

literal understanding, organizing understanding, implied understanding, evaluating 

understanding and appreciating understanding (Baharuddin et al., 2021). Some understanding 

that leads to the critical level is presented by the teacher through the text created. The use of 

diction, phrases, clauses to sentences in the question becomes the point that is aimed at giving 

students an exception item.  

 Student understanding, accuracy in reading is the key to working on the questions that 

have been presented. Reading material innovation has also been carried out by the teacher as 

a question maker. This innovation will certainly attract students' interest in reading the text 

(Wicaksana & Basuki, 2019). The use of infographics in one of the taxonomy items trains 

students to be literate in everyday life. When viewed from the portion of the use of cognitive 

levels, there are still many questions that lead to literal understanding. The level of junior 

high school at the intermediate level is the reason why teachers tend to increase the types of 

questions that lead to the taxonomy of literal understanding. The use of text, fonts and 

language styles used in the questions can be said to be appropriate and easy to understand. 

The results of the analysis state that the questions presented have met the standards that lead 

to students' reading interest. This research is expected to contribute to provide references to 

teachers, especially Indonesian language teachers in Bantul to develop questions, practice 

reading comprehension questions for students to improve the DIY ASPD program which will 

lead to PISA with the hope of increasing the PISA scores and rankings of Indonesian 

students.  

 

Conclusion 

The conclusions of this study are the 40 questions analyzed, the dominant cognitive level that 

appears in package A of ASPD questions of Indonesian reading literacy made by MGMP, 

SMP, Indonesian Language Bantul is the category of literal comprehension. Next, the 

Indonesian ASPD questions studied as a whole have covered Barret's Taxonomy in reading 

comprehension, so it can be known together that the questions made by teachers are in 

accordance with Barret's reading comprehension criteria. From this, Indonesian language 

teachers, especially in junior high schools in Bantul Regency are expected to develop ASPD 

practice questions for students and make the questions that have been made by MGMP 

Indonesian Language, Bantul Junior High School as a reference in making questions. In 

relation to the evaluation of MGMP teachers, it is expected to present a variety of questions 

with a harmonious composition, so that the five taxonomies proposed by Barret can be evenly 

distributed in the questions tested. 

 

Recommendation 

The recommendations given through this research are that teachers in making questions are 

expected to be able to refer to Barret's taxonomy in full, so that the questions developed 

really measure the level of students' reading comprehension. Future research is expected to 

analyze this ASPD question using other taxonomies, so that references to question 

development for students, especially reading literacy at the junior high school level, can be 

developed thoroughly.  
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